And now, here’s a look at some of the latest news and headlines from around the disability community.

By order of Republican Gov. Matt Blunt, Missouri has dropped the words “mental retardation” from the name of a state agency. Blunt said the change is part of an effort to diminish stereotypes and to show that people with intellectual disabilities are productive members of society.  “The words ‘retardation’ and ‘retarded’ have obviously taken on a demeaning meaning in the popular culture,” Blunt said. For example, “in polite discussion, we don’t typically use the word ‘retarded’ or ‘retardation,’ so I think it makes sense to remove it from its name,” he said. Only six states still use the words “mental retardation” in agency names, according to the governor’s office. The agency will now be known as the Department of Mental Health’s Division of Developmental Disabilities. Previously, it had been the Division of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities.

Authorities in Minnesota say they have filed a series of new felony charges against three men accused in the torture and beating of a man with intellectual disabilities. Included among them is the charge of “assault motivated by bias.” Jonathon Michael Diepold and John Maxwell Maniglia — the two men accused of orchestrating the torture and beating of a mentally disabled Lakeville man are members of the Minnesota Army National Guard. A third suspect, Glen Ries, passed two criminal background checks to work with developmentally delayed adults.  What motivated them to allegedly kidnap and abuse Justin Hamilton, 24, on Friday night and then repeat the crime on Saturday remains a mystery. "We're alleging that (the victim) was assaulted because of his disability," said Dakota County Attorney James Backstrom. Backstrom said he chose to drop a lesser assault charge against the fourth suspect, 21-year-old Timothy Ketterling of Prior Lake, because Ketterling also is developmentally delayed. Ketterling faces charges of third-degree assault, false imprisonment and theft. Also facing charges is 16-year-old Natasha Dahn. Dahn, who had recently befriended Hamilton, allegedly egged the attackers on and told Maniglia, her 19-year-old boyfriend, that Hamilton had previously assaulted her. Authorities said her story appears to be a lie. They believe she took part in the brutal beating by kicking Hamilton. Backstrom said because of the seriousness of the crime, his office will seek to have Dahn certified as an adult to face multiple felony charges. The crime has alarmed advocates for the disabled and renewed calls in some corners for greater state oversight of human service programs. In 2007, a study by the Minnesota Department of Health determined that people with disabilities are four to 10 times more likely to be victims of violence, abuse or neglect than other people.

George Young was an avid outdoorsman: He hunted, fished, camped, skied — he was outside all the time. His favorite thing was bowhunting whitetails from a tree stand. But in March of 2001, black ice and a car accident changed his life forever. He wrecked his truck and the crash left Young paralyzed from the waist down. Suddenly Young, a project manager/installer for S&H Aluminum Co. was relegated to a wheelchair. "When you first get into a wheelchair it really sucks," Young told reporters last week at his home. But Young didn't mope: He made a wheelchair that can get him off the smooth, beaten path and back into the kind of country where he can hunt and fish. He cut up bicycles and other tubed steel items and began welding them together. "I decided I had to get back out there," he said. It took some tinkering, but before long, he had a three-wheeler with a seat for him and a place to carry things — like a backpack and a bow or a rifle — and big knobby tires. This different type of wheelchair was reliable enough that he could get down to the river bottoms to bowhunt, to streamside to fish and along closed off Forest Service roads where earlier this season he bugled in a six-point elk. Last week, Young launched Axess Outdoors, a company in which he builds the IM or improved mobility wheelchair. With Axess Outdoors, Young aims to get those who have become wheelchair users back into the outdoors. The cost of the IM is $1,998 — the day-to-day wheelchair he sits in most of the time costs $4,500. Another attractive feature of the chair is that it is custom built for the user, taking in to account the persons height, weight and size. Young had no intention of building wheelchairs to sell but fate stepped in. "What I did was build this chair for myself. I had no intentions of selling it. Two years ago, I lost it. It fell off a trailer when I was going hunting. The next summer, I put another one together. Lo and behold, my nephew found the first one the next hunting season and that’s how it all started.

For the more than 8.5 million individuals relying on Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) or awaiting a decision on their application for benefits, the 5.8 percent cost of living adjustment (COLA) increase in Social Security payments for 2009 will certainly ease concerns, according to Allsup, a leading provider of Social Security disability, financial and health care-related services to people with disabilities. While the COLA has not been this high in more than 25 years, Allsup believes beneficiaries will not be overly optimistic about the increase. Translated to real numbers, the COLA means that some changes will be happening with both the Supplemental Security Income, (SSI) and Social Security Disability Insurance, (SSDI) programs. An individual receiving the maximum amount of SSI will see their monthly benefit rise to $670. Individuals receiving SSDI will see the amount of Substantial Gainful Activity, (SGA) rise to $980 and the amount that results in the use of a trial work month will rise to $700. 
And finally, Some of “Rescue Me” star Denis Leary's rants in his new book, "Why We Suck: A Feel-Good Guide to Staying Fat, Loud, Lazy and Stupid," are not going to endear the actor to parents of autistic children or the Autism Society of America. Leary writes: "There is a huge boom in autism right now because inattentive mothers and competitive dads want an explanation for why their dumb-ass kids can't compete academically, so they throw money into the happy laps of shrinks . . . to get back diagnoses that help explain away the deficiencies of their junior morons. I don't give a [bleep] what these crackerjack whack jobs tell you -- yer kid is NOT autistic. He's just stupid. Or lazy. Or both." The Autism Society has responded by saying that "For Mr. Leary to suggest that families or doctors conspire to falsely diagnose autism is ridiculous. His remarks reflect the same misconceptions of autism being caused by bad or unemotional parenting that were held over 50 years ago." In a Vanity Fair interview, Leary mentions the autism chapter as his "favorite" and hopes that autism activist Jenny McCarthy will picket his book tour. "That would be really good for me," Leary told interviewer George Wayne. "It will help sell more books."

You can stay informed about the latest news and information from the disability community by visiting DisabilityNation on the Internet. Visit disabilitynation.net and check out the blog, other episodes of the show and much more.

