Here are some brief headlines in this week's disability rights and advocacy news, as reported by Inclusion Daily Express, the international disability rights news service. 

I'm Inclusion Daily Express editor Dave Reynolds.

--

The first international treaty on the rights of the world's 650 million people with disabilities went into effect on Saturday. 

The International Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities went into effect 30 days after Ecuador became the 20th United Nations member state to ratify it. The governments of five more countries have ratified it in the past month. 

The convention is the U.N.'s first human rights treaty of the 21st century. It was developed and negotiated over several years by delegates from more than a hundred countries. The General Assembly approved the treaty in December of 2006, and opened it up for approval by member countries in March 2007. 

More than 120 of the 192 U.N. member states have signed onto the treaty. 

The 32-page treaty includes 50 articles addressing such issues as a right to be free from forced institutionalization; participate in public and cultural life; receive an adequate standard of living; and to have one's privacy protected. 

Less than half of the countries have ratified the Optional Protocol, which would allow people to petition the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities if they believe a country has violated the treaty. 

Russia and the United States have not signed on to the convention. The Bush administration announced in June of 2003 that it would not sign any international treaty protecting people with disabilities from discrimination. U.S. officials said national laws, such as the Rehabilitation Act and the Americans with Disabilities Act, should cover such rights. 

--

In Tampa, Florida formal charges have been filed against a former Hillsborough County Sheriff's Deputy accused of dumping a suspect out of his wheelchair. 

Prosecutors have charged former Detention Deputy Charlette Marshall-Jones with abusing the disabled, a third-degree felony punishable by up to five years in prison. 

Video taken from a surveillance camera at Orient Road Jail shows what appears to be Marshall-Jones walking up behind the wheelchair of Brian Sterner then lifting the back of it, causing him to tumble out and onto the floor. 

Sterner has been quadriplegic since a 1994 wrestling accident. He claims he suffered multiple injuries from being dropped out of his wheelchair. 

He was being booked on January 29 for allegedly trying to elude a police officer. 

Prosecutors say Marshall-Jones and the other officers thought Sterner was faking his need for a wheelchair. 

--

Disability rights advocates in Tennessee are claiming a small victory after the state Senate passed a new measure that would limit the use of restraints and seclusion for students with disabilities. 

It is a victory because the law places some restrictions on how, when, and why teachers can restrain students or put them in "time out". 

According to the Nashville Scene, the new law makes it illegal for teachers to use chemical restraints or noxious substances such as pepper spray, or to lock students in seclusion, or to restrain them on their stomachs. 

It also outlines, for the first time, how teachers must document these practices.

Advocates are disappointed, however, that the law still allows teachers to use mechanical restraints, and allows other forms of restraints "in emergency situations."

The reporter noted that there is still time for public comment as the details of the new law are worked out.

--

The British Paralympic Association is campaigning to get the International Paralympic Committee to allow athletes with intellectual disabilities to participate in the London 2012 Games. 

The IPC banned athletes with such disabilities after it was learned that 10 members of Spain's gold-medal winning Paralympic basketball team at the 2000 Sydney Games had no disabilities. 

One team member turned out to be an undercover journalist for a popular Madrid magazine. He wrote about the deception and described how Spanish officials failed to discover the scam. 

The Spanish team was forced to return their gold medals. 

The IPC then said that it would not allow athletes with intellectual disabilities to participate as long as there was no way to keep bogus athletes from cheating the system. 

Athletes with intellectual disabilities and their supporters have continued to pressure the IPC to change its ruling, calling the ban a blatant form of discrimination. 

--

And, finally, congratulations go this week to Houston, Texas, which was acknowledged as one of the most accessible cities for people with disabilities. 

On Friday, Houston Mayor Bill White accepted the National Organization on Disability's Accessible America Award for 2007. 

The NOD award has been given each of the last seven years to cities that focus "on disability issues and successful design of programs, services and facilities that are accessible for citizens and visitors who have disabilities." 

According to a press release, Houston stands out because of a number of efforts, including its work to ensure that people with disabilities have access to parks and recreational opportunities; accessible taxis and for-hire transportation; efforts to promote entrepreneurship and employment among people with disabilities; and a comprehensive emergency management plan. 

Along with the "Most Accessible City" designation, Houston also received a $25,000 check to continue its efforts. 

--

Expanded coverage of these stories, and links to dozens more disability rights news articles, commentary, and resources, are available through our daily and weekly email updates at  HYPERLINK "http://www.InclusionDaily.com" www.InclusionDaily.com. I'm Inclusion Daily Express editor Dave Reynolds.

