And now, here’s a look at some of the latest news and headlines from around the disability community.

A study from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has found that women with disabilities are more likely than other women to experience violence at the hands of their spouse or partner. Dr. Brian Armour reported that 37.3 percent of women with a disability reported violent abuse, compared with 20.6 percent of women without a disability. More than 30 percent said they had been hit, slapped, pushed, kicked or physically hurt by an intimate partner, double the rate of other women. The report, which compiled data from a large annual telephone survey of Americans, was presented at the American Public Health Association’s annual meeting in San Diego.

South Korea’s Constitutional Court left in place a century-old government policy that allows only blind people to be licensed masseurs. The policy had been challenged by sighted masseurs who are working illegally, who said the law violated their constitutional right to choose jobs. Blind masseurs have objected bitterly to the court challenge, waging protests that left three dead.  “Massage is in effect the only occupation available for the visually handicapped and there is little alternative to guarantee earnings for those persons,” the Constitutional Court said in a statement. It said the livelihood of the blind outweighs the freedom of ordinary people to choose an occupation.

Debbie Purdy, a UK woman with multiple sclerosis, has lost her landmark legal effort to gain permission for her husband to assist her in committing suicide. Ms. Purdy appealed to Parliament and said she would contest the High Court’s decision. Ms. Purdy said she was seeking Parliamentary review of a law that makes assisting a suicide an offense punishable by up to 14 years in prison. She wants to know whether her husband, Omar Puente, will be prosecuted if he helps her travel abroad to a country where assisted suicide is legal. She is gradually losing strength in her upper body, and has said she plans to travel to Switzerland to commit suicide when her disease worsens. She is a member of Dignitas, a Swiss organization that operates euthanasia clinics.

Would-be doctors in California with dyslexia or other disabilities that affect their reading skills aren't entitled to extra time or other accommodations on the medical school entrance exam, a state appeals court said Oct. 30, reversing a lower-court decision. An Alameda County Superior Court judge had ruled two years ago that California disability law is broader than federal law and requires the organization administering the Medical College Admission Test to accommodate students who show that their disorders make reading difficult. But the First District Court of Appeal in San Francisco said state law mirrors federal law on the subject - the American Disabilities Act - and gives the

American Association of Medical Colleges leeway in deciding when a student needs assistance because of a serious learning disability. A lawyer for disabled students in a statewide class-action suit said the association usually denies such requests by reasoning that anyone who has made it through college doesn't need any help on the entrance exam. The association "has taken the position that if you work hard and if you're smart, you don't have a disability that warrants accommodation," said plaintiffs' attorney Joshua Konecky. He said his clients would probably ask the state Supreme Court to review the appellate ruling that "sets back the law on disability rights, disability access by about 30 years."

A 17-year-old Naples Florida student with Down syndrome was bound by his hands and feet last week and removed from his classroom by wheelchair after Collier County sheriff’s deputies say he repeatedly punched his teacher in the face. Though the student, Michael Szanto, was not arrested, his mother said her son’s treatment was not warranted. “This is a child with special needs,” Sagrario Szanto said. “He has Down syndrome. His brain doesn’t work like yours or mine.” Officials from the Sheriff’s Office and the Collier County School District say that the entire affair is unfortunate but the actions taken Tuesday morning by the teachers and deputies involved were within policy. “In my review, both the teacher and the sheriff’s deputies followed what would be considered normal procedure in this situation,” Assistant Superintendent John Kelly said. The situation started around 8:30 a.m. when Palmetto Ridge teacher, Joseph Rader, attempted to put Michael in a time-out room adjacent to the main room, according to a Sheriff’s Office incident report. The report said that Michael “was not having a good morning.” While being put in the time-out room, Michael punched Rader in the face several times. School administrators and youth relations deputies responded to the room, and Rader told them Michael needed to be removed because he was using profanities in front of the other special needs students. When deputies grabbed Michael by the arms, he became limp on the ground and then kicked one of the deputies in the knee, reports said. Deputies handcuffed Michael and then put him in a wheelchair obtained from the nurse’s office. Because Michael continued to kick while sitting in the wheelchair, deputies bound his legs with plastic flex-cuffs, similar to a zip-tie, and then wheeled him out of the classroom. Rader declined to press charges in the case.

And finally, The future of design could see the divide between able-bodied and disabled people vanish. Don Norman , design Professor at Northwestern University in Illinois, and the author of ''The Design of Future Things,'' is issuing a challenge to designers and engineers across the world: Create things that work for everyone. "It is about time we designed things that can be used by ALL people -- which is the notion behind accessible design. Designing for people with disabilities almost always leads to products that work better for everyone." Once the champion of human-centered design -- where wants and needs of individuals are the primary consideration in the design process, Norman now believes accessible activity-centered design is a better approach. This approach creates designs by looking at the job a person needs to achieve in using a particular technology. Norman told CNN that including disabled people in this thought process would create better technologies for all people, regardless of their level of ability. "Make cans and bottles that a one-handed person can open and guess what, many people will find it makes their lives easier when they only have one free hand. "Showers and baths can be made better and safer for all. Make things better for the hard of hearing or seeing and guess what, similar benefits for all," he said. And technology like this is already being developed. Korean designers Changduk Kim and Youngki Hong have come up with the "Universal Toilet," an invention that could end the need for separate able-bodied and

disabled toilets (pictured). Despite such innovation, Norman said there would still need to be a shift in the mindset of many major companies. "The most important first step is to increase the awareness of designers and companies of the need to accommodate everyone. The disabled are not just some small, disenfranchised group: they represent all of us. So the first step is education, awareness, and empathy." A change in the thought process of designers would also require support and active participation of people with the disabilities being designed for, he said.

